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COST OF  
LIVING



KAP supports: 

State government policies that recognise the difference between responsible firearm
owners and those who misuse or illegally obtain firearms.
Legislation based on facts, evidence and genuine consultation with law-abiding
firearms users, rather than feelings, “optics” or to be seen to be “doing something”.
An improved, electronic state-based firearms licensing system and firearm register; not
a flawed and expensive national firearm register.
Legislation that separates paintball guns, gel blasters, and other “non-firearms”
(including antiques and pellet guns) from “proper” firearms.
Establishment of hunting on suitable Crown Land, subject to proper oversight and
management – much like the highly successful “R” Licence system in NSW.
Recognition that licensed firearms owners are among the most responsible and law-
abiding people in the community and should be treated as such.

KAP strongly supports legitimate firearms users, regardless of whether they are primary
producers, hunters, recreational shooters, target shooters, collectors, or occupational
users. 

Licensed firearm owners in Queensland are among the most responsible, law-abiding
citizens who have negotiated the complex and stringent suitability requirements mandated
by the state’s Weapons Licensing Branch. Some examples of the challenges facing
legitimate firearm owners are:

Despite their compliance, law-abiding firearm owners are often unfairly blamed by
some political parties and media outlets for gun related criminal conduct. They face
continual government scrutiny and regulatory changes, particularly in the wake of high-
profile incidents, which unjustly penalise legitimate firearm users and fail to address the
real sources of criminal firearm misuse. 
Primary producers and sports shooters are amongst those most significantly impacted
by the stringent weapons licensing regulations in Queensland. 
The Queensland Police Service Weapons Licensing Branch operates under an
outdated and inefficient system, with insufficient resources. 

In addition to supporting licenced firearm owners to navigate the above challenges, KAP
opposes the proposal of a national firearm register. This will cost hundreds of millions of
dollars and is unnecessary. Given the existing inefficiencies at the state level, KAP believe
that improving the Queensland state firearm registry system’s efficiency and accuracy is a
far more effective solution than implementing a new national register, which will only inherit
the existing issues of the current Queensland registry.

KAP will always fight
 to protect the rights 

of law-abiding licenced 
firearm owners.

Bruce Highway Strategy 

KAP’s long-term vision is to transform the Bruce Highway into a safer, more
efficient road by ensuring dual lanes cover at least 50% of its length within the
next 25 years. Our plan prioritises key regional cities, such as Cairns,
Townsville, Mackay, and Rockhampton, where dual lanes will extend for at least
50 kilometres in both directions.

For remaining sections, KAP proposes a mix of 2-plus-1 lane systems or single
lanes saturated with overtaking lanes based on traffic demand and congestion.
All narrow, unsafe bridges are to be replaced with wider, safer alternatives. Any
section of the highway with flood history will be flood proofed. The road surface
of the entire highway will be built and maintained to the highest possible
standard.

This project will take 25 years and has an estimated cost of $20 billion (in today’s
dollars).

1 - Bruce Highway Strategy 

2 - Funding Redirection

3 - Increase Overtaking Lanes to 120km/h

Funding Redirection

KAP supports revenue generated in regional Queensland, being funnelled
directly into this regional Bruce Highway infrastructure project. 

KAP maintains a position that the Federal Government reinstate the previous
80/20 (federal/state) funding agreement for the Bruce Highway, ensuring that
Queensland receives fair and equitable funding support for our vital national
highway. By returning to the 80/20 funding model and cutting wasteful spending
in Brisbane, we can build a safer Bruce Highway as well as improve regional
roads across the North.

Increase Overtaking Lanes to 120km/h

In addition to the Bruce Highway Upgrade Strategy, road safety and efficiency on
the Bruce Highway can be improved by increasing the legal speed limit to 120
kilometres per hour in designated overtaking lanes. This would allow drivers to
pass slower vehicles more quickly and safely, reducing the time spent in
oncoming traffic lanes. By shortening the overtaking distance, we can lower the
risk of collisions and congestion.Au
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The KAP will always put 
victims of crime first. 
 
We won’t stop  fighting for their 
right to defend themselves

The Problem

Key Changes with Castle Law:

The Solution: Castle Law

Queensland is facing a surge in crime, with an 11.2% increase in the state’s crime rate in 
2022-23, including more than 51,000 break-and-enter incidents. Current laws place an 
excessive burden on victims of crime to prove their actions are “necessary” when 
defending themselves, their families and their properties.

The KAP’s Castle Law is based on the legal principle that recognises a person’s right to 
defend their home against intruders without facing legal consequences. This isn’t a new 
idea. Castle Law’s roots can be found in English common law as far back as 1604. 
 
Castle Law will provide clear legal protection for people defending themselves and their 
property from intruders. The changes will give legal protection when using force to repel 
intruders, creating peace of mind for people in a frightening, threatening situation. 
 
Under the current law, people must demonstrate they have only used “necessary” force 
under the “reasonable belief” that the intruder was entering their home to commit a 
serious crime. 
 
The KAP knows that this is an unreasonable ask. People cannot always make 
split-second, measured decisions in moments of crisis. 

Expands the definition of “premises” to include homes, vehicles, caravans, and 
other living spaces. 
 
Allows occupants to act if an intruder enters at night, is or pretends to be armed, 
uses threats, damages or threatens to damage property, or is with one or more 
other people. 
 
Reduces the risk when faced with the need to make split-second decision under 
stress. 
 
Supports people who believe their actions are necessary to prevent harm or stop 
a crime.
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Benefits for Queenslanders:

Enhanced Safety: Gives people the confidence to protect themselves and their 
families. 
 
Crime Deterrence: Sends a strong message that home invasions will not be 
tolerated. 
 
Peace of Mind: Victims of crime will know that the law is on their side in times of 
crisis. 

The KAP has been talking to victims of crime about this issue for years, and the 
feedback is clear: Queenslanders need the right to defend themselves without the fear 
of legal repercussions when faced with a home invasion!
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KAP is calling on the Queensland State Government to establish a dedicated
infrastructure and equipment fund to reduce the financial and operational pressures
on volunteers. 

Volunteers are the backbone of North Queensland. We’re all about rolling up our
sleeves and pitching in, but the latest State of Volunteering Report shows that
volunteer rates have dropped by 11.5% over the last three years.

The economic value of volunteering in Queensland is immense. For every dollar
invested in volunteering, there is a return of $4.70. However, replacing the labour
provided by volunteers would cost $31.3 billion per year.

A dedicated infrastructure and equipment fund would be similar to the successful
Works for Queensland initiative and would be managed through local councils in
order to support community clubs and organisations. This would allow volunteers to
focus on their primary activities rather than on constant fundraising. To ensure best
use of taxpayer money, we propose that where possible, clubs and associations
should collaborate and share resources, reducing duplication and ensuring that the
benefits of the fund are widely felt. Areas that are more isolated or have fewer
opportunities to raise funds independently should be given special consideration. 

Our advocacy for this new funding allocation is driven by the concerns of our
constituents. We have received numerous appeals from organisations across North
Queensland, including in Townsville, that are in desperate need of financial support.
Local councils are already under strain and cannot afford to bear this responsibility
alone. This proposed fund would provide much-needed relief, enabling clubs to
grow and thrive without placing additional strain on volunteers or local government
budgets. 

The benefit would potentially result in increasing volunteer participation rates and
reducing the strain on other service providers. More importantly, it would strengthen
the social fabric of our communities, ensuring that the essential services and
activities provided by not-for-profit organisations continue to enhance the quality of
life for us all  in North Queensland. 

Volunteers and Not-for-Profit Community Groups

Volunteers and not-for-profit community
groups are the backbone of our regional

and remote communities throughout
North Queensland. 

Relocation Sentencing
Relocation Sentencing is built on four main pillars:
1. Remote location.
2. Mandatory.
3. Fixed term.
4. Intensive rehabilitation.

Relocation Sentencing would be a specific option available to the courts when sentencing
eligible, repeat youth offenders. Remotely located facilities would be established to
accommodate youth sentenced under this judicial option.

1 - Relocation Sentencing
2 - Removal of Detention as a Last Resort
3 - Mandatory Minimum Sentencing
4 - Adult Crime = Adult Time

Removal of Detention as a Last Resort
Detention as a last resort  must be removed from the Youth Justice Act (YJA) to allow
judges the ability to sentence youth offenders in a way that upholds public safety and puts
the rights of victims first.

Further, detention as a last resort must be removed to allow the sentencing mechanism of
Relocation Sentencing to function.

Mandatory Minimum Sentencing
Rather than increasing maximum penalties for offences, which are only applied in the most rarest of
cases, the KAP believes the YJA should contain minimum mandatory sentences for recidivist
offenders who commit the following offences:
1.Section 408A Unlawful use of motor vehicle
2.Section 419 Burglary
3.Section 421 Enter or being in premises (break and enter)

Penalties must be mandatory to send a strong message to the community and deter potential future
offenders.

Adult Crime = Adult Time.
Youth offenders committing particularly heinous and violent crimes traditionally committed
by adults should be tried and sentenced as adults. Do the crime, do the time. This includes
serious offences such as rape, grievous bodily harm and murder, or any crime that results
in the death or grievous bodily harm of another.

First Home Owners Grant

The First Home Owners Grant (FHOG) should be broadened to apply to established
homes in remote, rural and regional areas.
Supported by the Real Estate Institute of Queensland (REIQ) and the wider building
industry, KAP’s policy would support struggling Queenslanders to buy their own home, and
breathe new life into our towns, reversing population decline. 

KAP’s expansion of the FHOG would apply to established homes outside metropolitan
areas up to $450,000. Expanding the scheme to established properties would incentivise
first home buyers to explore buying existing homes outside of metropolitan areas, going a
long way towards easing the housing crisis and rental shortage facing Queensland

1 - First Home Owners Grant

2 - Stamp Duty on Insurance Premiums

3 - Enabling Infrastructure 

Enabling Infrastructure

To bring down housing and land prices, KAP strongly promotes that all levels of
government work together. Housing development sites across North Queensland remain
landlocked due to infrastructure constraints, including rail and road networks. Land prices
are being unnecessarily driven up as developers are forced to foot the bill for vital
infrastructure, which is then passed on to buyers. 

It is essential that all levels of government cooperate to unlock new housing estates and
facilitate the construction of much needed homes. This will ensure that infrastructure
developments progress to support community growth and sustainability. 

Stamp Duty on Insurance Premiums

KAP seeks to abolish stamp duty on North Queensland home, contents, and strata
insurance products to help reduce insurance premiums to make home ownership more
affordable.

In North Queensland, home and contents insurance premiums are a staggering 64% higher
than in southern parts of the state. Every time your insurance premium increases so does
the stamp duty the State Government collects on every premium.

Electricity prices
North Queenslanders are in dire need of a long-term energy solution to tackle the
escalating cost of electricity. Reliable and affordable electricity in North Queensland can be
achieved a few different ways:

Abandon the unsustainable pursuit of reaching a 75% emission target by 2035.1.
Restore Queensland’s coal-fired and gas-fired power stations and recognise that they
have a long term role to provide reliable base load power.

2.

Enforce a gas reserve policy, keeping Queensland gas for Queenslanders.3.
Invest in nuclear power. Nuclear is clean, reliable, low carbon and easy to ramp up and
ramp down subject to demand.

4.

Remove government taxes on power bills.5.

1 - Electricity Prices
2 - Grocery Prices - Supermarket Dominance
3 - Rising Insurance Costs & a State Owned
Insurance Company

Grocery prices - Supermarket Dominance

Queenslanders pay too much at the checkout and farmers are not being paid fairly
for their produce. In order to rectify this imbalance we need to:

Abolish the Food and Grocery Code – the entire premise of the Code relies on
self-regulation by the Supermarkets and has long been used as an avenue to
justify unfair practices. 
Provide for forced divestiture – without further Supermarkets the market
dominance, power imbalance and limited options for recourse will perpetuate.
Provide a proven law enforcer, such as the AFP, with significant investigation
and enforcement powers including severe penalties.
Restrict supermarkets to a maximum mark-up amount - this is fundamental to
provide transparency in the price that supermarkets pay the producer and the
price they charge the customer.

Rising Insurance Costs & a State Owned Insurance Company

KAP have repeatedly called for the abolishment of stamp duty on North Queensland
home, contents, and strata insurance products to help reduce premiums. 

North Queensland, home and contents insurance premiums are a staggering
64% higher than in southern parts of the state. 
40% of households go uninsured meaning property owners or the State
Government eventually end up footing the bill for natural disasters in the end. 
Insurance premiums are unnecessarily ramped up by the stamp duty component
payable to the Queensland Government and this money needs to remain in
Queenslanders’ pockets, not the Government’s coffers. 

Additionally, KAP have also called for the re-introduction of a State owned insurance
company to act as a competitor to keep the big insurers in line.
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